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"The graffiti can very well be
more interesting than the book
itself", explained Craig Bettis.
Yet, some students only wrote
in texts to help with studying.
"Jotting down things, especially
in math, helps when it comes to
test time", said Lee Ann Brown.
Some students restricted
themselves from writing in their
books.
"I don't because it doesn't be-
long to me, so I believe that if it
doesn't belong to you, you should
not mess it up. Plus, you usually
end up paying for it", said Lisa
Goodman.
Teachers believed that stu-
dents who did not like school
wrote obcenities in ink as a way
to get back at their teachers.
"Since prices of textbooks are
so high, usually $20 or more, and
we don't have the money to buy
them, I think there should be a
stiff penalty or fine of some sort
to be paid by the student who
was issued the book", said Mr.
John Eberts.
As one teacher explained,
"Each year the books are al-
lowed to drop one letter in condi-
tion. If the book's condition has
dropped more than a letter, be-
cause of over abuse, the student
must pay 25% of the cost of the
book".
"About 80% of the students
took good care of their books.
The other 20% didn't realize
that the county spent on text-
books the money that could have
otherwise been used for other
programs for the students", said
Debbie Ramker, an assistant
principal.
The culprits of the textbook
abuse responded that their scrib-
blings provided a way of leaving
a mark on the establishment.
However, rather than making a
name for themselves to last an
infinity, they only helped to has-
ten the inevitable destruction of
the texts. ?
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and Karin Case
DAMAGE
Often, when the books issued to students
were returned to teachers, they had un-
dergone much wear and tear and were
unfit for further use. Books suffered from
rain exposure, penmarks, graffiti, and
other forms of abuse.
PENMARKS
Of the many ways texts were abused,
writing in or on them was the most com-
mon. John St. Clair adds some words to
his Anatomy book as he studies the brain.
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